
 

 

 

 

  

 

September 2020         Holy Family School                                        Mrs. Nadine Pavan 
 

Welcome to a new school year!  We are all very aware of the significant changes 

that have occurred in education as everyone involved works hard to keep student 

and staff safety at the forefront of what we are doing.  Having said that, it is 

important to recognize that we will continue to advance the education of all 

students.  Although this may look a little different than other years, I am confident that with our 

wonderful Holy Family parents and staff we can make this challenging year a success for everyone! 

 

The beginning of the year is a time for students to learn new routines and expectations, as well as 

develop new relationships with their peers and the school staff.  This will be especially important as 

we introduce new routines such as before-school zones, recess zones, social distancing and mask 

procedures.  These procedures may take some time to get used to but working together I know we 

can make it work.  I look forward to getting to know all the students and their families.  Please feel 

free to contact me to discuss your child’s progress or any other concerns by calling the school at   

519-422-5333 or sending me an email at npavan@bhncdsb.ca 

 

Attendance 

Every student benefits from regular school attendance.  Frequent late arrivals or absences can result 

in a significant loss of learning time.  Therefore, we strongly urge all families to make on-time arrival at 

school a daily priority.  If your child will be late or absent, or if they are going to be picked up early, 

please inform the office via a phone call or email.  I generally only check my email after school, and 

would not want to miss important time-sensitive information. 

 

Arrival and Dismissal 

Supervision begins on the playground at 8:40 each morning.  Please ensure that your child arrives at 

school before the morning bell, to get their day off to a good start.  All students were made aware of 

their before-school zone during their first day of school.  End of day dismissal will be from Ms. Sabrina 

Ciotti, our French teacher.  As you know, parents are no longer permitted on school property, as per 

Board directives.  I suggest that you make a plan with your child about where exactly you will meet 

them at the end of the day, as it may be quite congested once all students are attending school. 

 

Masks & Hygiene 

Many students are wearing masks and are doing a great job keeping them on properly.  Please 

ensure your child’s mask fits properly, as this reduces the number of adjustments they have to make.  

Each student has been provided with a small plastic bag to put their mask into during Nutrition Break 

and recess.  Students are washing their hands and sanitizing regularly throughout the day as well. 

 

Indoor Shoes 

All students require a pair of indoor shoes to be left at school that are suitable for gym.  I strongly 

recommend Velcro closures, until your child is very confident in tying laces.   

 

French 

Our students begin their French instruction in Grade One.  This is a wonderful opportunity to 

begin learning a second language.  This portion of the curriculum is scheduled for the last 50 

minutes of the day.  Ms. Sabrina Ciotti is our new French teacher. 
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Book Orders 

Scholastic Book Orders will be sent home on a monthly basis.  Scholastic has added a feature where 

parents may pay online.  Please visit the website, where you will find my name listed, and you can 

place your order.  I will continue to accept orders with either exact cash or cheques. 

 

Calendar and Newsletter 

Each month I will prepare a newsletter with information about curriculum and other events 

happening in the classroom.  The newsletter will be posted on the school website at the start of each 

month.  If you require a hard copy, please let me know. 

 

Food Policy 

Please remember that due to severe allergies, no peanuts or tree nut products may be 

brought to school.  Students are reminded that they may not share snacks at school.  It 

is also our school policy that families may not send in food to be shared. 

 

Registration Packages 

Each student has brought home a Registration Package.  Please read all the information, sign any 

pages where necessary, and return the information to the school as soon as possible. 

 

What can I do to help my child succeed? 

This is one of the most common questions we receive as teachers.  My answer is always, Read with 

your child!  Children who are read to frequently by an adult or fluent reader develop many early 

literacy skills, such as understanding story events, learning about characters, listening for unique story 

vocabulary they may not encounter elsewhere, as well as linking the joy of reading with the joy of 

spending time with a loved one.  Whether an adult reads aloud books above their reading level, or a 

child “helps” to read a memorized book, or tells a story based on the pictures, they are developing 

great literacy skills.  Other strategies to help your child can include providing many different colouring 

and writing tools to develop their small motor skills and stamina.  Crayons, pencils, pens and pencil 

crayons require greater strength to use than markers and so are good tools to develop printing 

stamina.  Fun pens and notebooks can go a long way to motivating young learners to be writers!  

They can write you sticky notes, or help with a grocery list, or send a letter to a family member.  Last 

but not least, take an interest in your child’s day at school.  A great opener is “Tell me about your day 

at school.”  When they know that you as an adult are interested in what they have done, it 

encourages them to show more interest in what is happening at school. 

 

 

I am very excited to be working with such a wonderful group of students and parents.  Together we 

will make this school year rewarding and enjoyable for all the children.  Please feel free to contact 

me at any time to discuss any questions or concerns you have regarding your child’s academic or 

social progress.  I am available for phone conversations both before and after school.  Please send 

an email or call the school to set up a meeting.   

 
Mrs. Nadine Pavan 


